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Central Ethiopia State  Courts

Proclamation No. 1/2024

Region

Preamble

Whereas, it is provided that the judicial power is
vested to the Courts only and the Constitution
stipulates that everyone has a right to bring
justiciable case to obtain a decision or judgment
from, a court of law; irreplaceable in the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and the Region
Constitution;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to establish a system in
which Courts play an inimitable role in enforcing
the rules of law and, protection of human and
democratic rights to ensure that Region Courts do
provide effective, efficient, accountable and
predictable service in accordance with judicial
independence mentioned in the provision of the

Constitution,;

WHEREAS, establishing a legislative framework
under which courts would have full autonomy to
manage their own budget, recruit and assign their
non-judicial personnel, and administer themselves

is essential for a strong judiciary;



22C91T aodCo1T N°904.0)-

Ne- AL PAM- PECE NPT koL A PP
£TC 43/1994 0-HL2)7. Nooiifin- Ah(C-C
hao’l; Ao’ AS Pl V1-a0 30 DIC
P+ R18.0P7  NASN  APE  oviht
ANLAL PS Moo Tk

N°70NAP A %P AAN h1 a0 7N AdPk
55 700 ATPx  3) oowl PolhtAm.

Jm.5 A
NG a7
MmPAA
1. 4PC Coh
LV APE  “POVNANP AKX E  NAA

PECE 0MLPAT APE &TC 1/2016 9.9
TNA= Amebn STAAN:

2. TCA"%

LA 1N AA TCTH POLLAMMD WAV
NOHPC LY APE @0 T:-
1) “h1-a0312 1 Tat Po10hAP
ATeXRE AAN W1-a0 712 T 1)

2) “BAN” TINT PTIONAR A KL AAAN
- ;

3) “PhAA UM AoheTF PhC 0
Tt PTIOhAR ATAP  NAA
CAHAN AONT NG 0 0

9N NhAN 0T
PPty MPAL:

4) ‘@C& N
NeLL8m-

Whereas it was become necessary to replace the
existing Judicial Establishment Proclamation No.
43/2002 with a new Proclamation that is repeatedly
amendments and to be consistent with the Region

Constitution;

NOW THEREFORE, in accordance to the Article
55 Sub-Article 3) of the Constitution of the Central
Ethiopia Region State, it is hereby proclaimed as

follows:-

Part One

General Provisions

1. Short Title
This Proclamation may be cited as the "Central

Ethiopia Region State Courts Proclamation

No.1/2024."

2. Definition

In this proclamation, unless the context requires

otherwise:-

1) "Constitution" means the constitution of

the Central Ethiopia Region;

2) "Region" means Central Ethiopia Region
State;

3) '"House of People Representative of the

Region" means the Central Ethiopia

Region people representative Council;
4) "Court" shall refer to the Supreme Court,
High Woreda  and

Court, City
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5)

6)

7)

8)

9

Administrative Courts established at all

levels in the Region;

"Plenum" means Judges administration
plenum established in the level of Supreme

Court;

“Sub-plenum” means Judges
administration sub-plenum established in
the level of Supreme Court and High

Court;

“Court plenum” means the Region Courts

plenum that executes the activities

stipulated under article 51 of this

proclamation;

"Fundamental error of law" means the
final decision, judgment, ruling, or order
that may be heard by the Region Supreme
Court of Cassation division pursuant to sub

Article 2 of article 16 of this Proclamation;

"Judge' means a person appointed by the
Region People Representative Council to
perform  judicial functions on the
recommendation of the Chairperson of the

Region Judicial Plenum;

10) "Appointee of the Plenum" means the

head of the Office of the President of the
Supreme Court, head of the Office of the
General Plenum, Head of the Office of the
Sub-plenum, Complaint Hearing and

Decision Core Process Coordinator,

Division Court Coordinator,

Administration and Finance Division head,
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Registrar, public defenders, or Qadi and
includes other persons appointed by the
General Plenum and sub-plenum appointed
by general or sub-plenum of the Judges

administration as may be appropriate;

11) "Non-Judicial Staff" means any court
employee excluding the judge and the

appointee;

12) "Person" means a natural or juridical

person;

13) Gender expression, in this Proclamation
any expression in the masculine gender

includes the feminine.

3. Scope of Application

This Proclamation shall applicable on the
Region courts, judges, appointee of Plenum,
Non-Judicial Staff and, as appropriate, court

presidents and vice-presidents.

Part Two

Estableshment, Organization and

Administration of the Region Courts,

Sub-Section One

Estableshment and Organization of the Region
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4. Establishment of Region Courts

1) The Region Supreme Court, zonal or local
or special woreda high courts and wereda
or city administration courts have been
fully recognized and established by this

Proclamation;

2) Notwithstanding to the provisions of sub-

article (1), the Region  Poeples

Representative Council may establish
additional wereda and high courts without
having to follow the administrative
structure of the Region when it deems it
necessary to ensure access to the judiciary

service.

5. Organization of the Region Courts

1) The Region Judiciary body consists of the
Supreme Court, the high Court and the
Wereda or City Administration First

Instance Court;

2) The Region Supreme Court may, as may be

necessary, organize regular standing
divisions for the Region Supreme Court in
zonal cities, high courts in wereda towns
and woreda courts or in certain kebeles

where it is centre for them.

3) The condition, organization, and procedure
for the establishment of a standing division
shall be determined by a regulation to be

Judicial

issued by the  Region

administration Plenum.
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6. Organization of the Supreme Court

1. The Region Supreme Court shall have one
President, Vice-Presidents, Vice-Presidents
of the Administration and Head of

Administrative and Finance Division,

Judges, General Plenum appointees, Qadis

,  Non-Judicial Staff and Presidential
Adviser as may be necessary;

2. Notwitstanding to the provisions of sub -
article (1), the Region Supreme Court shall

have the following under it:-

a) Office of the President;
b) Office of the Main Plenum;

c) Complaint Hearing and Decision Core

Process Coordinator, and

d) Office of the public defenders;

3. Heads mentioned under sub 2 of this article
shall be appointed by the plenum up on the
recommendation of the President of the
Supreme Court; shall have necessary staff
those are accountable to the president.

4. The powers and duties of the Office of the
President and its Head shall be determined
by a directive issued by the Supreme
Court;

5. The functions and responsibilities of the
Plenum heads of the Office shall be in
accordance with the provisions of the

Establishment

Judicial Administration

Proclamation of the Region.

7. Organization of the High Court

1) It shall have the High Court President,
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4)

S)

Vice-President, Judges, apponitees of sub-
plenum, Qadis and Non-Judicial Staff and

office of the president as may be necessary.

2) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (1),

the High Court shall have under it:-
a) Office of the President;
b) Sub-plenum Office (for Zone),

c) Campliant Hearing and decision

COre process and

d) office of public defenders;

3) Office of the President, Office of the Sub-

plenum; Complaint Hearing and decision
core process and the office of public

defenders;

a) have their own head and necessary staff

for their work;

b) These heads are accountable to the
President and are appointed by the Sub-
Assembly up on the proposal of the
President;

Detail powers and responsibilities of the

Office of the President and Head of the Office

shall be determined by the directives to be

issued by the Supreme Court;

The detail powers and responsibilities of the

office of the sub-assembly and the head of the

office shall be in accordance with the
proclamation on the establishment of Region

Judicial Administration.
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8. Organization of the Wereda or City

First Instance Court

It shall have a court president, judges, qadis,

plenum appointees and administrative staff.

Sub-section Two

Administration of the Region Courts

9. Independence of the Judiciary

1))

2)

3)

4)

S)

A region court or judge at any level shall
act in accordance with the law, free from
any influence and interference of any

government body, authority or other body;

Judges shall be responsible for conducting
judicial proceedings in a manner of
independent of any internal or external
influence, and for issuing judgments,
ruling, decisions, or orders based on the
law and substantive;

Every public body, government official or
any other person shall have duty to respect
the institutional and individual

independence of the regional courts;

Every public body, government authorized
bodies or any other person shall be obliged
to respect and carry out the decisions,
judgements, ruling or orders issued by the

court at any level,

The regional courts are independent in
relation with budget, manpower and

internal affairs.
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10.Judicial Liability
1) The Region Court at any level shall be legally

liable in respect of its responsibilities;

2) Judges are required to ensure that the litigation
process treats the parties fairly and
impartially; in particular, following the
treatment of people accused of crimes or in
custody; respecting and causes human rights
to be respected, when a complaint is filed
regarding the violation of these rights, they are
responsible for calling the matter to the
appropriate body and giving an order for the

appropriate action to be taken.

3) Notwithstanding to the provisions of other
laws, if any judge is found guilty of any
misconduct, he shall be liable in accordance
with the regulation of discipline of the Judiciar
administrative plenum.

11. Courts Budget and Budget

Administration

1) The Region Supreme Court shall prepare and
submit the total budget necessary for work to
Region Peoples Reprsentative Council for

approval and administer the approved budget;

2) The high court of the zone or special wereda,

including the courts under it, prepares the
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3)

whole budget required for work and submits
it directly to the council of the zone or special

wereda, and administers the approved budget;

The budget allocated to the regional judiciary
shall be sufficient to enable the courts to fully

perform their powers and responsibilities.

4) When regional, zonal, or special wereda
councils allocate a budget for the judiciary,
taking into account the scope of work and
the basic needs of the courts, shall allocate

the budget.

5) According to the request submitted, the
Region Finance Bureau shall deposit into
the bank account of the Supreme Court in
the first week of every quarter to the
Region Supreme Court following the
financial procedure of the whole budget

approved by the Council;

6) Zonal Finance Department, Special
wereda, wereda or city administration
finance office for a zone according to the
request submitted following the financial
procedure of the approved whole budget
for the special wereda, wereda or city
administrative court, shall deposit in the
court's bank account in the first week of

every quarter;

7) The Region Supreme Court is responsible
for submitting a report to the Region
Peoples of Representatives regarding the

use of the budget;
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8) Zone, Special wereda, wereda or city
administration courts are responsible for
reporting to their councils on the use of

budgets;

9) The Region Supreme Court shall have the

right to request budget compensation from
the Federal Supreme Court in connection
with the judicial services rendered by the

Region Supreme Court and High Court.

12. The Region Courts Human
Resource Management

1) The Region Supreme Court shall have

the full right to recruit, employ, and

administer its own Non-Judicial Staff;

2) The Region Supreme Court shall have
the independence to employ or appoint
Non- Judicial staff by examining and
designing the positions and levels

necessary for the judicial process;

3) Recruitment, employment, placement,
promotion, transfer, training, salary,
benefits, disciplinary cases and other
related cases of the Regional Courts
Non-Judicial Staffs shall be determined
by a regulation issued by the Region

Poleples Representative Council;



4) N300 AR (3) avlt POlOM-
L PECE MLTF AR PA2¢- MOG:
APLIGI8 PG avfAl PULML LD

T4 TheFdG AL P
HCHET?  GHTS 04 TS  AAT
THOTE goooHF DTG FAN, N991247
PLON7 LPGA:

5) CANTSLC WiAET ool AS TPo7
TP9° Moo WetET  hPE

AN Paoy? o (TP G D
nHéPLm AL hGTAI:

6) PANTSLC  weFTr  NhevAnt
Lol T hS C71+AAS-

O-ALLPTF U hRCE 0T o
WA 9C CHMMao- oo Py AATO-::

138. _&4T

PHAA @ CL MLAT PhaN oo HIN AS PNET
amP+9® NN PG K8AC (9%t
Lavlavd-g\::

e ohk

PhAA GCL LT ST 20N +20°0
+APT
70-0 AT AT
PhAA FCL& AT 220M7

14. aow (-
1) PN GCL LT PON £ A2AM7

U)  PRAAT  WTT oowld (199847

12

4) The regulation to be issued in
accordance with sub-article (3) shall be
determined by the special nature of the
courts, the required skills and
experience of each position, the content
and scope of the job details and other

related criteria;

5) The rights and benefits of Non-Judial
Staff may not be less than those
for  other

allowed government

employees by the Public servants

Proclamation;
6) All laws and decisions relating to
administrative personnel shall be in
the institutional

accordance  with

independence of the courts.
13. Audit

The Region court accounts and budget
utilization are audited annually by the Region

Auditor General.

Part Three
Jurisdiction and related matters of the Region

courts
Sub-division One
Jurisdiction of the Region Courts

14. Principle

1) Common Jurisdiction Power of the Region



w)

2)

N.+CO-S NECE Aon'r N7L0TF -
MNGTO-9° 15T ¢

MoLol-tt  h1-a0701 NIAX AL
NéoLol- ao70VF ANFOM “IGT -9
Y el I

PANNT h1-a03 20t AG hT?7 av(lt
ALC1 N0 15T ¢

N2y 2G99 It 0e9° NAA hY
aw/lt AN SCE LT NHOAMmS
NN o-0T N+Hhdk HE8¢T

N6oLol-t h1-a0 70T ND-NAG ANAAT
0HAM Nafol-d  T8¢T AL P8I
NAMT? BGLTPA:

Nch1-a0 37 /2ES  MAAT  hTT AQUA
AP AS AANTSLC AhAT CHOma-
NI 22ANT RS ChoLl-AN GCLE LT
LT 220MT AILEMONP PT NRAA
@-0T €87 2ANT PhAAN &CL LT
NF 10

NAAA @-O0T 871 20AMN7TT hhdA
GCE LT LI (h7? Pao8T 2 AMNT
AT MO T ahA-T B
Po.0LC7T  Oeh?  OTLY1TT P8
2CT P7IehtAN T DI° AL GO
0T @89 LR FCL N hQERI°I°:

PN CE 0 N2ANNE AC
PPy 1L NSYTE 0919 AL
A7%0 L9° «CL hhm NA:-

13

b)

d)

courts shall be on:-

a) any cases which may be submitted to the

judgment in accordance with the laws of the

Region;

any case not explicitly assigned to the
Federal Government by the Federal

Constitution;

cases arising in accordance with the

Constitution and law of the Region;
cases arising out of and in the Region, in

accordance with the codes of procedure or

other law;

Federal cases delegated to the Regions in the

Federal Constitution;

2) Notwithstanding to the jurisdiction provided

3)

4)

to cultural, religious, and administrative
bodies under the Constitution and other laws,
and jurisdiction of the Federal Courts,
Jurisdiction shall be vested only in the Region

Courts;

No special tribunal or ad hoc court shall be
established that shall not obey the rule of law
that exercise jurisdiction in the Region outside
of the Regional Courts or other bodies vested

with jurisdiction by law;

Where the Region Court is considering a case
that falls under its jurisdiction or after giving a

judgment:-
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a) If a person who is not a principal resident

of the Region enters the dispute under any

circumstances; or

b) If the insurer is involved in the dispute over

the insurance contract, the case shall be

continued to be heard in this court.

15. The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court

1

b)

2)

Notwithstanding to the jurisdiction given
by other laws, the Supreme Court shall
have first instance jurisdiction over the

following cases:

Decide by considering the transfer of a case
from one High Court to another High Court

or to the Supreme Court;

In a case where two or more high courts or
wereda courts under the jurisdiction of
them and hold as thier jurisdiction or over
returned cases that are not thier jurisdiction

to decide on the case.

The appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme

Court

Over the decision of any Region High

Court in the first instance;
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b) Over the decision of the Supreme Court
appellet jurisdiction, which is different
from the decision of the Wereda Court or

city administration, and;

Shall have jurisdiction to appeal cases

under other laws;

3) Shall have jurisdiction to accept and
adjudicate by cassation division on the
basis of a fundamental error of law in the

case of a final decision.

16. Cassation Jurisdiction of the Supreme

Court
1) The Region Supreme Court of Cassation
shall have jurisdiction to hear and decide
on the following cases in which there is a

fundamental error of law:-

a) Any case in which the final judgment,
decision, ruling or order is given by the

Wereda Court;

b) any case in which the final judgment,
decision, ruling or order is given by the
Region Court on the basis of the Region

judicial jurisdiction;

any case in which the final judgment,
decision, ruling or order is given by the
Supreme Court on the basis of the region

judicial jurisdiction, and;



av)

2)

Nh? Coo&7F  20M7 NHOmo-
A @L9° NANT AhAt e4HAam
Lol AL

“oowlFP PP PV OV YInT
+Th nTHLHG T ovhhd W3S AS
G TU7 PO AV PV dubT
LANT MAAA mPAL €CL N ANC
A% Foet AL POLTA Povandi
WAL GCLT NLTT FAHHT P§:-
PAAANT MBI° PLLol-T (NI
a0 321 Neody LN 188 F
A) aexe LOLPLFTMmT GNI°-hb®
NPT @90 Nhavdag LLF
TLATLYIE PO AN GAT° W&
ch?7 NooMn C+ONAT 1587
d) AKX PP PhT £1IVT LI
Pch?  ooCeh?  Noodh  P+@AY
180°
ao) V77 OHANT oo F1e (oo tCh9°
mLI° N-52 AN
PANDT h7 NaoPdh POy
1450
w) @ ENT AGPeH PHoAYS
het °fA PG Fh ooHO
ATLoLeanT Pr oot 158 °

v)

L) NPSO «CL& AL oM@ @
h18.4.07° OTONT 148"

A) 1827 ARt Pao@NT P74 TIC
e8It AMT ALSC TN
458

16

d)

2)

b)

d)

g)

h)

The final decision made by the jurisdiction

or other bodies;

“Fundamental error of law” shall be final
judgment, judgment, ruling, or order which
may be filed in Federal Supreme Court
Cassation division that contains either one
or similar of the following fundamental

errors and finally distresses justice:

in violation of the region or Federal

constitution;

in violation of international treaties ratified
by

international law;

Ethiopia or other applicable

in violation of a clear statute or principle of

law;

misinterpretation of law or quoting

irrelevant law;

by not framing the appropriate issue or by

framing an issue irrelevant to the litigation;

in violation the decision of the main

judgement;

A case in which there is no substantive of

jurisdiction to hear the case;

A case determined by a governing body or
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i)

3)

4)

5)

institution without having authority or

decision-making power;

A case decided in contrary to the binding
legal interpretation given by the Federal
Supreme Court Cassation Division or

Cassation Panel Court;

A case shall not be considered that deserve
to be decided while being considered by a

judicial;

For the application of sub-article (1), "final
judgment, decision, judgment or order"
means a judgment, decision, ruling or order
that may not be appealed or completed by
the parties listed in sub-paragraph (a to d);

A final judgment, decision, ruling or order
may be considered a fundamental error of
law if the Supreme Court of Cassation
Inquiry Division, in which three judges are
that there 1is a

appointed, admits

fundamental error of law;

The Cassation division Court, with the
appointment of five judges of the Supreme
Court, may, in accordance with this
Proclamation, affirm, amend, change, or
revoke the final judgment, decision, ruling,

or order of the appellate.
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17. Cassation Complaint and Dispute

Administration Procedure

1) Any petition for cassation shall meet the

following procedures:

a) The party to the complaint shall state in
detail in the complaint reasons for the

fundamental error of law;

b) A copy of the lower court's decision,
judgment, ruling or order shall be attached

to the cassation appeal;

2) A cassation appeal shall be sumbitted within
ninety days from the date of the final
judgment, decision, ruling or order of the
case or from the date of its official
announcement;

3) The Cassation Inquiry Division shall inquiry

the cassation appeal and investigate whether

there is a fundamental error of law in the

casc: -

a) Where it is known that there is no
fundamental error of law has been
committed, it shall reject the appeal
and close the case and clear the

applicant;
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d) An appeal over any decision,
judgement, verdict or order on the
jurisdiction of the wereda Court in the

first instance; and

Appeal to decisions made by other
bodies in accordance with the powers
vested to them by law, unless otherwise

provided by law;

2) The powers vested in the Region high
courts by other Federal and Region laws

have not been withstood.

19. Jurisdiction of the Criminal
Cases of the High Court
Notwithstanding to the general principles
and administrative boundaries under
Article 14 of this Proclamation, the High
Courts in the Region shall have the
fundamental power to receive and
adjudicate the following cases in the first
instance in criminal proceedings:-
1) Criminal cases that fall under the jurisdiction
of the Region High Court in accordance with
the Code of Criminal Procedure and other

relevant laws;

2) Criminal cases specified in any law with in the

Region and subject to the jurisdiction of the
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3)

4)

S)

6)

High Court;

An application submitted for a criminal case to
be seen transferred from one Wereda court to

another Wereda court or to its own high court;

Appeals over any judge, decision, ruling, and
order, which is made by the first instance
jurisdiction of the wereda or city

administration courts;

Appeal to decisions made by other bodies that
are specifically considered by another law in
accordance with the powers vested to them by

law;

The jurisdiction on the basis of the division of
jurisdiction between the Federal and Region
Courts, is one of the criminal cases that the
House of Representatives decide to be
adjudicated under the jurisdiction of the

Region High Court.

20. Jurisdiction of a Wereda or City

Administration First Instance Court

Civil Case
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Notwithstanding to the general principles

and administrative boundaries under

Article 14 of this Proclamation, Wereda or

city administration courts with in the

Region shall have the fundamental

jurisdiction to receive and adjudicate the
following cases in civil cases:-

1) civil cases that fall under the jurisdiction

of a Wereda or city administration court

in accordance with the Code of Civil

Procedure and other relevant laws;

2) Over civil cases of movable and
immovable property where the amount
involved does not exceed Birr

(3,000,000) three million;

3) Complaints about interest and non-

financial issues;

4) A civil case that shall not be considered or
that shall not be subjected to jurisdiction
of the Region High Court or Supreme

Court.

21.Jurisdiction of Wereda or City Court of

First Instance in Criminal Cases

Notwithstanding to the general principle

and administrative boundaries under
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Article 14 of this Proclamation, Wereda or
City Administration Courts with in the
Region shall have the jurisdiction to
recieve and adjudicate the following cases

in criminal cases:-

1)Criminal cases falling under jurisdiction of
the wereda or city administration courts
substance  with in  the Region
Governments in accordance with the Code
of Criminal Procedure and other relevant

Federal laws;

2)Criminal cases provided in any of the laws

of the Region and specified to be
adjudicated under the jurisdiction of the
Wereda or City Administration Court;
3)The jurisdiction, on the basis of the
division of jurisdiction between the
Federal and Region governments Courts,
is one of the criminal cases that the House
of Peoples Representatives decide to be
adjudicated under the jurisdiction of the

Region Wereda courts.

22. Fundamental laws applicable to the
Region Courts

The Region courts shall adjudicate the petitions

and disputes provided by the applicants on the

basis of the following basic laws, as may be

relevant:-
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)]

Federal and Region Constitution;

2) International agreements ratified by

Ethiopia;

3) International customary law applicable

to Ethiopia;

4) Effective proclamations, regulations,

directives, and legal notices;

23. Procedure and Evidence Laws of the
Region Courts

The Region courts shall adjudicate the petitions and

disputes provided by the applicants on the basis of

the following procedure and evidence laws, as may

be relevant:-

1) the existing criminal and civil
procedure laws and other relevant
laws shall apply to cases do not

covered by this proclamation.

2) Laws or provisions relating to the
cases of procedure and evidence
issued by the Region HPR and

other authorized bodies.

Sub-Section Two
Courts Division and Related Cases
24. Supreme Court Divisions
1) The Region Supreme Court shall have

the following Divisions:-

a) Civil Division;
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3)

4)

5)

6)

b) Criminal Division;
c) Cassation inquiry Division,

d) Cassation Hearing Division;

2) The Supreme Court may, when deemed

necessary, organize additional divisions

on specified cases;

One presiding judge and two judges shall
be appointed at the Supreme Court in civil,

criminal and cassation inquiring division;

One presiding judge and four judges shall
be appointed by the Supreme Court of

Cassation proceeeding;

The President of the Supreme Court or the
Vice-President of the Judicial Service
division of this Court may be appointed as
the Chairperson of any Supreme Court

hearing;

Subject to stated in sub-section 5, a judge
who coordinates complaint hearing and
decision core process at the Supreme Court
may be appointed as a presiding judge

when he is absent from any hearing;

25. High Court Divisions

1) The High Court organized in the Region shall

have the following divisions:-

a) Civil Division;

b) Criminal Division;



2) CHE®mI° heHs €CL M AddAL
re ae1ior 088 ALYt AR
T8eTT Polavdivk Heno1é TP T
N£LL-E BTANE

Nhe-HE €Ce& M TFae A7 anan,
55 AT AAT AT SFT BOPTTA-:

PNCNS TOMHE Poo W HOMHE LN
+ME TE8CT AT 85 Poe PS
PPOTS  TeE APCN QO ST
av 301 a0l

P ThNdhC  AS  POTEA 207
40T P18 LTS @-0NaNy
hANILL  NPC  OATE 85  AJR
LTAAN:

NG9 PhevtE §Ce 0t
TEHETE ®L9° A TEHSH
ANt €C& 0+ NeTHE®9 Taet
ANAN, T ANPT° LTFAA::

N300 ATPd 6 CH1000 ATLAFmNP
s  0he+s  €Ce 0 hlbkd
a9 TS ao®NF 24 18T AdF0S
P S5 NPT @9 Tt AILA
ANAN, T ANPT° LTAA:
26. PmlLA  @P9°  Phitl ADTARC
PaEavlf LLE GCE T ThoPT
1) 42719715 P44 ®LI° Pl hOH8LC
Paofonl @ LLE €CL M @7CA hahd-
AT hoot AR R ANGT
Po9. L0+ hAPt O0HPC NATE  8F

26

2) The Supreme Court may, when deemed
necessary, arrange additional divisions on

specified cases;

3) In the High Court division, one presiding

judge and two other judges shall be appointed;

4) The decisions of search, confession, arrest
warrant, and appointement time issues shall be
considered by one judge and when guarantee
application is sought, it shall reviewed by

three judges;

5) Civil and criminal appeals may be heard by a
single judge unless the gravity and complexity
of the case dictates it;

6) The President or Deputy President of any
High Court may be appointed as presiding

judge of any division of the High Court.

7) Subject to stated in sub-clause 6, a judge
who coordinates the process of complaint
hearing and decision core process in the
High Court may be appointed as a
presiding judge when he is absent from

any hearing;

26. Wereda or City Administration
Court Divisions

1) Each Wereda or City Administration

Court shall make trial by one judge first

shall have the

instance following

hearings before a single judge, unless the
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crime 1S punishable by

imprisonment for more than fifteen

rigorous

years:-
a) Civil Division;
b) Criminal Division;
c¢) Family Division;
d) Employer and labour case hearing;
2) Any Wereda or City Administration
first instance court may organize

additional hearings on specific

cases as deemed necessary.

Part Four
Appointment, Powers and Duties of Judges and
Presidents
Sub-section One
Appointment of Judges and Presidents
27. Recruitment and Appointment of Judges

1) Judges of the Supreme Court, High Court and
the Wereda or City Administration Court
judges shall be appointed by the Region
House of Poeples Representative up on the

recommendation of the General Plenum;

2) The criteria for providing candidate judges
for nomination by examining shall be in
accordance with Establishment Proclamation
of the

Region Judicial Administartion

Plenum.
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28. Appointment of the President and Vice-
Presidents of the Supreme Court

1) The President and Vice-Presidents of

the Region Supreme Court shall be

appointed by the Region House of

Peolples Representative up on the

of the  Chief

recommendation

Executive of the Region;

2) When the Chief Executive of the
Region nominates the President and
Vice-Presidents of the Supreme Court,

the candidates shall be:-
a) active competence in the judiciary;

b) have a high level of legal knowledge and

good judicial ethics of conduct, and

c) Shall take into account the competence of
the management to achieve the objective

and mission of the courts.

3) The term of service of the president and vice

president of the Supreme Court of the region
is five years and they shall no be appointed

more than twice.

29. Appointment of the President of the

Vice President and

City

Supreme Court,
Presidents of the Wereda or
Administration Court

1) President of the Supreme Court; Vice-
and Woreda City

shall be

Presidents or

Administration Presidents



1)

ST oohp  OHT PGS AOFSS4
meI° NAL @45 PGS AhkLSe
At 099°nC LEF T LA

PH PG ANF88L @LI° PAL ML5
PGS AhLS4  Che s @€CLE 0
TOHSTT L9 9t TEOHS7T:
PmLE @@ Pkl ANHBRC
PavBanlP LB GCE OAPT
TENETPT AT oo CT0T LW
A6bs P -

NSk e P804 AL AS AP
e8I ov-@ NPT PAT@® ooP37
he s eh? Ao AS  aohhy®
ST 29-90NC PAT @ oo P17
hG

PRCLE NAT7 90975 +AOh AT1AN0 T
POLENTFA Phood-C NPT AT
Py h9°F o0t It
Adt::

Phavhy's e  ehtol
ANTSRC PavCavl P LB CE T
TLNSPET AS Phe s CL N
ot TEHSTT Phé- Hooy w9l
Gao- PS hu-AT A NAL  oo(i9®
hSTAg°::

QA

30. #A avhA

TLENESTHT  AS 8T 22Ty
hoolaolT@m-  NéF  hHY  0NFF
CtavAnt®d7 PA  oaohd  avd A9°

29

2)

b)

3)

1)

appointed by each of their respective
council up on the recommendation of
the Zonal Chief Administrator or by
the Special Woreda, Chief

Administrator

When the Chief Administrator of the
Zone or the Chief Administrator of the
Special Woreda nominate a President,
Vice President, the candidates shall

have:

Experience in the judiciary and

competence in  the  judiciary

profession.

a high level of legal knowledge and

good judicial ethics of conduct; and

Shall take into account the
competence of the courts to achieve

the purpose and mission of the courts.

Presidents of the High, Wereda or City
Administrative Court of First Instance
and the Vice-President of the High
Court may not be appointed for more
than two terms, with a term of office of

five years.

30. Oath

Prior to assuming his duties, every
Presidents and judge shall take the

following oath:
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"I, Mr. Wiro/... / ............ I on
this day, pledge to discharge my
responsibilities, in high ethics,
honesty and by law when I begin
my career aa president/ Vice

President of the Court”;

2)The execution of the oath under sub-article

(1) shall be carried out in the presence of

the following bodies:-

a) The President of the Supreme Court,
the Vice-President and the judges
appointed by the courts at all levels
infront of the Region Peoples

Representative Council;

b) The presidents of the High Court and
Woreda or City Administration shall
take the oath infront of the zonal or

special Wereda Council.

Sub-section Two
Powers and Functions of Presidents and

Vice-Presidents

31. Powers and Duties of the President of the

Supreme Court

1) The President of the Supreme Court of
the Region shall have full legal
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2)

authority and  responsibility  to

administer the courts of the Region;

Notwithstanding to the general
principles under sub-article (1), the
President of the Region Supreme Court
shall be accountable to the Chief

Executive of the Region and shall have

the following detail powers and

functions:-

a) Manages, supervises, and
administers the courts of the

Region;

b) Prepare annual report, work plan
and budget of the Supreme Court,
the Region Courts and submit it to
the Region Poeples reprsentative
Council for approval, administer the

budget, and implements it.

¢) Sends Courts performance report to
the Standing Committee of the
council every quarter and twice a

year.

d) Manages whether the budget
assigned to the high courts of the
zone or special wereda, wereda or
city administration first instance
courts is sufficient for the work, and
ensures that the approved budget is

implemented.

e) Prepares the policy and strategy of

the judicial service of the region and
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follows its implementation.

f) Submits candidate Judges who are
nominated for appointment and
appointees of the General plenum of
the Judiciary Administration to the

relevant parties for appointment.

g) Appoint the chairperson of the
division of the Supreme Court, and
deploy judges at each division;
detail performance criteria shall be

determined by the directives.

h) Follows-up and verifies as judges

have good ethics of conducts;

1) Determines the structural study
presented in accordance with sub-
article 3 of Article 12 of this
Proclamation; determines the

position and level of necessary Non-

Judicial Staffs; and  make

employment to performed based on

the same;

j) Establish a cost-effective,

accessible, predictable and
transparent system of court service
delivery, develop and implement
new procedures to be effective;

follows-up its implementation;

k) Work closely with stakeholders to
strengthen and  improve the
judiciary service; explore local and

foreign best practices, and create a
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conducive environment for the
region judges to learn best practices
and build on their own knowledge,

skills, and attitudes;

1) Support Sharia courts in the Region

to carry out their judicial functions;

m) Facilitate access to education and
training for judges, appointees of
Plenum and other Non-Judicial

Staff;

n) Make research activities to be

conducted to strengthen the
judiciary service and to select and
publish the judgments of the year

and publish them in a legal journal;

0) In order to further improve the work
of the courts and to strengthen the
judicial service provided by the
courts in general, the draft laws
necessary to strengthen the judiciary
shall be prepared and submitted to
the Region House of people
representative for approval,

follows-up its implementation;

p) Make the Region courts provide fast

judicial services supported by

information technology;

q) Follows-up and verifies the
mainstreaming of gender issues in
region court programs and action

plans;
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32.

)

2)

r) Represent the Supreme Court in

dealings with third parties;

s) Requires budget compensation from
the Federal Supreme Court for the
courts representing the federal

courts, and shall, when approved,

implement them;

t) Performs other functions provided
to it in this Proclamation and other

laws.

Powers and Duties of the Vice

President of the Supreme Court

The Vice-President of the Supreme
Court shall be accountable to the

President and acts on behalf of the

President in his absence or his
incapacity of the work;
Notwithstanding to the general

principle under sub-article (1), the Vice
President shall have the following
detail powers and functions:-

closely follows-up the activities of the

Judiciary service; provide appropriate
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support, and take appropriate corrective

action 1n consultation with the

President when fault occurs;

b) Coordinate and organize the work of
the Supreme Court Judicial complaint
hearing and decision core Process
Coordinators, standing division
Coordinators, chairperson of division
and Plenum

Judges, other Judges

Appointees;

Make draft legislation to be prepared
that 1s related to the Judicial Service
and follows-up their implementation

upon approval;

d) Follows-up case flow administration to

improve the judicial service;

Performs such other functions as may

be specified by the President.

33. Powers and Duties of the Vice President of
the Administration and Finance Division of
the Supreme Court

The Administration and Finance Division of the
Region Supreme Court shall be accountable to the
President and shall have detail powers and duties:
a) Make the administrative structure of the
region courts to be approved; appoints,
employes, and administers Non-Judicial

Staff in consultation with the President;
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b) Follows-up closely the activities and
efficiency of the administrative division and

provide appropriate support;

c) Facilitate the education and training issues of

the Non-Judicial Staff;

d) Submits resources to the President relating

with budget, infrastructure, and other
resources and draft laws, conducts research
on resources related to human resources and
division and Non-Judicial Staff under the
division in general, and approves them when

approved by the relevant body;

e) Follows-up the activities and implementation
of reforms in the sector; provide appropriate
support, and take measure and corrective
action in consultation with the President in

case of shortcomings;

f) Performs such other functions as may be

specified by the President.

34. Powers and Duties of the President of

the High Court

The President of the High Court is accountable to
the Region Supreme Court shall have the following

detail powers and duties:-

1) Heads, administers, follows up and
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2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

supervises the work activities of the
courts under it;

Follows-up closely the functions of the
Vice-President of the High Court and
of the Wereda

President Court;

supervise, verify, and provide the

necessary support as may be necessary;

Submit appoitees of sub-Plenum as
candidates;

employ and administer Non-Judicial
Staff in accordance with applicable

law;

heads, supervises and administers the

high Court standing division

Coordinators, Chief Process
Coordinator of complaint hearing and
decision, Sub-plenum Appointments

notwithstanding the powers and
functions vested in the General Plenum

and Sub-Plenum;

According to the directive issued by
the Supreme Court of the region,
assigns judges to each division, assigns
presiding judges, and assigns judges or
division judges on duty during the

annual leave of judges;

Prepare the work plan and budget of
the High Court, Wereda and city

administration courts under it, submit it
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to the zonal or special woreda Council

for approval and implement it;

8) Submits the performance of the High

Court, the Woreda and the City
administration Courts of First Instance
to the Supreme Court and the Zone or

Special Woreda Council twice a year;

9) Establish a cost-effective, accessible,
predictable and transparent system of
services to be provided by the court,

and follows-up its implementation;

10) Develops and  follows-up  the
implementation of new procedures to
ensure the efficiency and effectiveness

of the courts under it;

11) Make decisions of the High Court of
the Year that have informative issues
to be selected and sent to the Region

Supreme Court;

12) Works in consultation with the
concerned bodies to strengthen the

judicial process;

13) Implement decisions and directives

transmited by the General Plenum, the
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President and the Vice-Presidents of

the Supreme Court;

14) Performs  related  activities  in
accordance with other laws, without
prejudice to the provisions of the

Constitution and this proclamation.

35. Powers and Duties of the Vice President
of the High Court

1)The Vice-President of the High Court shall

be accountable to the President of the

Court and shall act on his behalf when

the President is absent or incapable to

perform his duties;

2)Notwithstanding to the general provisions
of sub-article (1), the Vice President shall

have the following detail powers and

functions:-

a) Administrates Non-Judicial Staff in
accordance with applicable law;

b) Follows-up the performance of the
administrative division closely and provide
appropriate support;

c) Follows-up the implementation of laws
related to administrative duties and
employees;

d) Facilitate the education and training of the
Non-Judicial Staff of the division;

¢) Follows-up the activities and
implementation of reform activities;
provide appropriate support, and take

corrective action in consultation with the
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President in case of limitations;

Performs such other duties as may be

specified by the President.

36. Powers and Duties of the President of
the Wereda or City Administration
Court

The President of the Woreda or City
Administration First Instance Court is accountable
to the High Court and shall have the following

detail powers and functions:-
1)Administers and represents the court;

2)Follows-up, supervise, and administer the
working conditions of judges under it,
complaint hearing and decision core

process coordinators;

3)Appoint judges at each division; assign
judges on duty during the annual leave of

the year;

administer the

Staff

4)Recruit, deploy and

necessary  Non-Judicial n

accordance with the relevant law;

5)Prepares the work plan and budget of the
court, submits it to the High Court and
the Woreda Council, and, upon approval,

administers the budget;

6)Develop and validate new procedures to
assist the court in its efficient and

effective process;

7)Sends a quarterly report of the court's
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activities to the wereda or the city council

and the High Court; submits an
implementation report to the council four

times a year;a

8)Appropriately implement decisions and
directives issued by the President and
Vice-Presidents of the Region Supreme
Court, the President and Vice-President
of the High Court, as well as by the

General Plenum and sub-Plenum;

9)works in consultation with the concerned
parties to strengthen the judiciary in the

woreda;

10) Performs such other activities as may be

provided in accordance with the

Constitution and other laws.

Part Five
Termination of the Tenure of the presidents and

Vice-Presidents of the Courts

37.Condition for the Termination of the

Tenure of the President, Vice-
President of the Supreme Court
1) The President or Vice-President of the

Supreme Court may leave his duties when:-

a) he decides to resign voluntarily,

b) it is ensured as his violation makes
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failure to discharge is duties; or

it is believed that he has shown
significant weakness in leadership;
Due to illness and retirement.

He may be removed from his duty

after completing his term of office.

2)If the President of the Region recognizes

that the president or vice-president of the

Supreme Court has committed any

offence or has shown a lack of good

leadership:-

3)

4)

a) Prepare a detail report and submit

it to the Council;

b) The Council shall review the detail
report submitted to it by the
president of the Region and make
appropriate decision by majority

vote;

If the President of the region realizes
that the president or vice-president of
the Supreme Court has committed a
serious misconduct and that the
resignation of the president or vice-
president may result in unintended
consequences, he may suspend him

until a meeting of the Coincil is called;

If the President or Vice-President of
the Supreme Court decides to resign
voluntarily, he shall notify the
President in writing three months prior

to his resignation; within three months
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of receiving the letter, the president of
the Region shall, in accordance with
the constitutional order, appoint an
interim head of the court and remove

him;

5) The President or Vice-President shall
not be prohibited from serving as a
judge in the Supreme Court as a result
of his

removale or voluntary

resignation;

6) The President or Vice-President, who
has been removed from his discharge
as a result of misconduct, shall not be
barred from sitting in the Supreme
Court as a judge unless otherwise the
Council decided that the violation

disallows him from not starting his

duties;

7) The details of the removal or termination of
the President or Vice-President, which may
be assigned to the Supreme Court division
in accordance with the provisions of sub-
article (5) and sub-article (6), shall be
determined by a directive issued by the

Region General Plenum;

38. Termination Tenure of the president, vice-

president of the High Court, presidents of
wereda or city administration courts of first

instance are removed from office:-

1) Any President of the High Court, Vice-
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President or President of the Wereda or
City Administration Court may be

removed from duties when:-

a) he decides to resigns voluntarily,

b) it is confirmed that he has committed a
misconduct that disables him to start his
duties;

c) it is believed that he has shown significant
weaknesses 1n his leadership;

d) Due to illness and retirement pension;

e) He may be removed from his duty after
completing his term of office.

2) where zonal or special woreda

administration shall determine whether the
president or vice-president of the High
Court or the president of the Wereda court
has committed any offence or has shown
significant weakness in leadership, as

provided in sub-article (1):-

a) prepares a detail report for the removale
from his duties and submits it to the
Council;

b) The Council shall, after examining the

report of the misconduct or significant

lack of leadership, make the appropriate

decision;

3)Notwitgstanding to sub-article (2), if the
zonal or special woreda administration
recognizes that a president or vice-

president or Wereda court president has
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committed a serious offense that does not
allow him to remain in his duties and that
the resignation of the president or vice
president will result in unintended
consequences, it may suspend him until

the meeting of the Council;

4)President or Vice-President removed from
his duties on the basis of his own free
will or serious misconduct shall not be
barred from serving in a court having this

level;

5)President or Vice-President who is
removed as a result of misconduct shall
not preclude him from being appointed as
a judge unless deemed appropriate by the

General Plenum or the Sub-Plenum;

6)The provisions of sub-paragraphs (4) and
(5) will be implemented according to the
detailed allocation guidelines issued by
the Supreme Court of the Region in
accordance with sub-article 7 of Article
37 of this proclamation;

7)Any President, Vice-President or Wereda

Court President who decides to resign
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voluntarily his duties shall inform in
writing to the zonal or special woreda
administration 3 months prior to his
resignation; following this, the court
adopts an interim judge and releases him,
and the concerning Chief Administrator
of the case shall, within three months of
receiving the written consent, appoint the
interim head of the court in accordance

with due process.

Part Six
Cases related to the work of the

judiciary and powers and functions of the

judiciary

Subdivision One

Cases related to the work of the judiciary

)

2)

3)

4)

39. Place of sitting
The Place of sitting of the Region Supreme
Court shall be in the Halaba Kulito;

The place of sitting of the High Court shall be

the capital of each Zone or Wereda;

The place of sitting of the Woreda or City
Administration First Instance Courts shall be
the of the Woreda or

capital City

Administration;

The Standing division place of sitting shall be
established by the courts at all levels shall be in
the city where the standing division is to be

established;

5) Notwithstanding to the provisions of sub-article
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(1-4), courts at any level may convene a
circular division to make the judicial service
more accessible, cost-effective and effective to

the public.

40. Open Hearing
1) The region courts shall discharge
their judicial proceedings in open

court;

2) Judges shall have duty to hear
cases in an open proceedings; in
this regard, the Supreme Court
may issue detail implementation

guidelines;

3) Notwithstanding to the provisions
of sub-article (1-3) and the relevant
rules of procedure for judicial
proceedings, the courts may hear
cases in closed for one or more of

the following reasons:-

a) the right to privacy of the parties
concerned;
b) For the people and government safety;

c) For the safety of witnesses;

d) When necessary for good behavior or
morality, or
e) When juvenile are accused or present

as witnesses.

41. Working Language
1) The working language of the Region
Supreme Court shall be Amharic;
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2) The working language of the High,
Woreda and City Administration First
Instance Courts may be determined by

the zonal or Special Woreda Council;

3) Courts shall have duty to assign a
qualified interpreter to the party who
does not speak the working language

of the court.

42. Withdrawal of Judges from Hearing
1) Any judge shall be removed from his bench
on account of one of the following grounds

where:-

a) he is related to one of the parties or the
advocate thereof by consanguinity or by
affinity;

b) the dispute relates to a case for whom he
acts or acted as tutor, legal representative
or advocate to one of the disputing

parties;

c) he has previously acted as judge or
mediator or an arbitrator in connection
with the case or the subject matter of the
dispute; however, according to the

relevant procedural law, the appellate

court shall not apply to the judge to
whom the case was directed in the
process of returning the case to the court

that previously decided;

d) he has a case pending in court with one

of the parties or the advocate thereof; or
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1)

2)

3)

4)

S)

¢) There are sufficient reasons, other than
those to conclude that injustice may be

done;

2) The judge concerned shall withdraw as
soon as he i1s aware that he should not sit,
as provided in Sub-Article (1) of this
Article, and shall be replaced by another
judge.

43. Application for Removal of a Judge

Where a party to a case find out that a judge
should not sit for one of the reasons specified in
Article 42 of this Proclamation, shall submit a
written application to the court requesting the

removal of the judge;

The application shall be made before the trial
opens or soon after the party becomes aware of

the reason for making such an application;

Where a judge is sitting alone he shall, after
considering the application, be withdrawn from

the court if he accepts the request;

Where the judge does not accept the request to
be withdrawn, no other hearing, the application
shall be referred to the court in which appeal

lies from the decision of the court.

Where the judge is sitting with other judges, the
matter shall be decided by the other judges who

sit in the same division. within 5 (five) days;
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6) A request submitted in accordance subsection

(4) shall be rendered within 15 (fifteen) days

from the date such application reached the new

division;

7) The decision of the judge on the request to

withdraw shall be final with no appeal;

8) Decision made to withdraw judge from the

trial, shall be carried out immediately.

44. Cost and Penalty of Application for

1)

2)

3)

Removal of a Judge

Where the application submitted in
accordance with Article 43 of this
Proclamation is dismissed, the costs
shall be borne by the applicant

irrespective of the outcome of the case

Where a party makes an application
without good cause, the court may, in
addition to dismissing the application,
impose a fine up to 3000 (three

thousand) Birr;

Provided however, where the applicant
makes a malicious application with the
intention of defaming or damaging his

honor or delaying the proceedings, the
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court may impose a fine of up to Birr

5,000 (five thousand birr).

45. Tranferring of the case to another bench

1)

b)

One of the parties may apply to the
Supreme Court for a referral to one of
the following grounds or to the
Supreme Court, which has jurisdiction
over the case, citing one or more of the
before  the

following  grounds

proceeding:-

The lower court, which has begun
hearing the case, is unable to handle

the case fairly;

where the case is infrequent and the
subject of difficult legal proceedings,

or

where transferring to another sit is
accordance with the request is as
convenient as it may be for both parties
or witnesses or for a shorter period of

time of judgement;

2) The Supreme Court to which the
transfer request was made may,
the other

after hearing

party
comment on the petition, if at least
one of the reasons listed in sub-
article (1) is met, the court may
decide to transfer the case to
court of the

another same

jurisdiction or to itself;
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3) By accepting or rejecting the
request of case transferring, appeal

may not be submitted;

4) Any court that handles a transfer
request rejects the appeal and
reimburses the other party for
expenses and costs, the applicant

may decide to pay.

Subsection Two
Powers and functions of the Judiciary
Administartion Heads
46. Powers and Duties of Complaint Hearing
and Decision Process Coordinator
Complaint Hearing and Decision Process
Coordinator 1s accountable to the President of the
Court and shall have the following detail powers

and functions:-

1) Prepares plan of the process; follows-

up its implementation;

2) Submits a performance report to the

accountable body;

3) Use the annual budget allocated for

the process for its intended purpose;

work order to the

4) Provides

subordinate units in accordance with
the Criteria or standards set, and
follows-up its implementation;

5) Coordinate and support the activities

of the Process;
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6) Discusses with the process members
on problem-solving ideas by

identifying  strong and  weak
performance; recommend solutions;

7) Recommend to the Vice President
that a better system to be put in place
by studying the number of records

and the flow of cases;

8) Follows-up, supervise and ensure
that the judges in the lower courts
meet their obligations and carry out
their duties properly, and, in the
event of any deficiencies, consult
with the Vice-President and take

corrective action;

9) Receives and resolves customer
complaints regarding records and the

core process; provide solution;

10) Follows-up the ethics of members of

its  process; identifies  visible

deficiencies and takes corrective

action; submits human resources
management to sub-plenum or Non-
Judicial Staff according to the

committer;

11) Performs such other duties as may be

provided by the President;

12) Complaint Hearing and Dicision
Process Coordinator of the Zonal,
Special Woreda and Woreda or City
shall be

Administration  Courts
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TR

accountable to the President of the
Court and shall perform the functions

listed in this Article as appropriate.

47. Powers and Duties of the Standing
Division Coordinator
1) Standing division to be established by the
Supreme Court and the courts at all levels
shall have their own coordinator;
2) The Coordinator of standing division shall
be accountable to the President of the Court

and shall perform the functions specified

under Article 46.

48. Powers and Duties of the Presiding Judge
Notwithstanding to the powers and duties vested to

him by another law, the presiding judge shall:-

1) Manages;

2) Prepares a work plan and follows-up its
implementation;

3) Follows-up as the performance of judges is
in accordance with the criteria or
standards set;

4) Supervise the compilation and distribution
of court records;

5) Leads discussions on court records and

ensures that all judges are informed;

54
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6) Supervises the fair participation of judges
in the preparation of verdicts, decisions,

judgments and orders;

7) Identifies strong and weak performance
and discusses problem-solving ideas with
trial judges and provides solutions;

8) Recommend to the Complaint Hearing and
Decision Process Coordinator to follow-
up the number and flow of records and

establish a better system;

9) Ensures and supervises that the entire trial
is conducted by a judge and that the
judges fulfill their responsibilities, and
shall, in consultation with the Compliant
Hearing and Decision Core Process
Coordinator or the Division Coordinator,

take appropriate corrective action in the

event of gap;

10) Receives complaints from the court records

and other cases relating to the

proceedings; responds as soon as
necessary or submits the case to the

relevant body;

49. Powers and Functions of the Chief

Registrar and Registrar

1) In addition to those provided for in this

Proclamation and other laws, the Chief
Registrar shall be accountable to the relevant
Complaint Hearing and Decision Process

Coordinator or Standing Division Coordinator
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and shall have the following powers and duties:

a) Manages the work of the department by
planning, organizing, coordinating, and
supervising;

b) Performs job support and assessment,
results evaluation; provides the necessary
supplies for the task of the unit; and
submits work plan performance reports;

c) Follows-up the day-to-day administration
works of court proceedings and informs
to the relevant coordinator if there is a

procedural gap;

d) Ensure better and more effective court

administration work with the relevant

coordinator and  establish  better
procedures;
e) The appointment policy shall be

implemented in consultation with the
concerned coordinator;

f) Provides employment to registrar team
leaders involved in the hearing and
determination of relevant Complaint

Hearing and Decision Core Process or

standing division; follows-up
performance of their responsibilities, and
takes appropriate corrective action in
consultation with the relevant coordinator
in case of deficiencies;

g) Submits to the appropriate coordinator
for the disciplinary action against the
misconduct of the registrars and registrar
team leaders or employees under him;

h) Informs to the relevant coordinator so
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that the required registrar staff to be
fulfilled;

1) Works for the implement and flow of
issues management and administration
requirements;

j) Receive complaints from clients on the
provision of unit services and respond to
them;

k) Performs other functions assigned by the
President, the Vice President and the

relevant coordinator;

2) The Registrar of the Court shall be
accountable to the Chief Registrar and
perform the following detail functions:-

a) Performs functions assigned to the
registrar in civil and criminal

procedure and other laws;

b) Ensure that appeals to the court are
prepared in accordance with the
requirements of the Code of

procedure;

c) Identify the case required for
distribution and transfer the case to
the relevant unit, directs the files to

be opened;

d) Make the proceedind records to be
provided by its appointment;
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e) Signs and provide the judge's
orders;

f) Provides information on relevant
questions regarding closed and
circular records;

g) Performs additional functions
assigned to him by the Chief
Registrar.

h) Acts as Chief Registrar in his

absence.

50. Powers and Duties of the Public Defender

The public defender shall be accountable for

president of courts at all levels and shall have the

following duies:-

1) Represent the defendant when it is deemed

that there is injustice in the case of persons

convicted of a crime and unable to present

their own advocate;

2)

3)

4

S)

Provides legal aids; responds, prepares

complaints, appeals and Cassation

complaints, conducts debates;

Advise the Defendant or Prisoner in

the Prison;

Collect and organize supporting

defense evidence;

Detail functions of the public defenders
shall be determined by directive issued

by Supreme Court.
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Part Seven
The Plenum of the Region Courts

51. Establishment of the Plenum of the Region

Courts
The Region Courts plenum is, hereby,
established by this Proclamation to identify
problems and legal issues related to the
judiciary in the Region and to make
recommendations to the Region council and

the Supreme Court.
52. The composition of the members of the
Plenum of the Region Courts

1) Plenum of the Region Courts shall have the

following members:-

a) President of the Supreme Court
Chairperson;

b)Vice President of the Supreme Court

................ vice chairperson;

c) Head of the Supreme  Court

Administration division.....Memeber;

d)Judges of the

Court......

Supreme

members;

e) The head or representative of the Region

Judges Association ..member;

f) Presidents and Vice-Presidents of the High

Court ........... Members;

g)High Court and wereda couerts judges
who are members of the Region Judicial
Plenum

Administartion General
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members;

h)Head of the Office of the Region Judicial

Administration General  Plenum

Secretary;

1) Appointtee of the plenum assigned by the

president of supreme court

member;

2)The Head of the Region Justice Bureau
shall participate in this plenum without
having the right to vote;

3) Judges not referred to under Sub-Article (1),
representatives of appropriate government
offices, associations, organizations, higher legal
education institutions, or science institutions or
other individuals may be invited by the
chairperson of the plenum to participate in the
Plenum without having the right to vote.

53. Powers and Functions of the Plenum of the
Region Courts
Plenum of the Region Courts shall have the

following powers and functions:

1) deliberate on problems encountered within
the Region with respect to independence of
the judiciary, accountability and

administration of justice and work out

remedies thereto;

2) Makes decisions that improve judicial

services and ensures their implementation;

3) Proposes to the Region council or the
Supreme Court the enactment of new laws or

the amendment of existing laws; and shall
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prepare its own internal-regulations of

procedures;

4) Performs other related activities to facilitate

and strengthen the judiciary in the region.

54. Decision-Making and Meeting Time

Procedure of the Region Courts Plenun

1) Notwithstanding to the calling of extra-

ordinary  meetings as  deemed
necessary, the Region Courts plenum
shall hold its regular meeting twice a

year;

2) Two-thirds of the members of the
Plenum those have the right to vote

shall constitute a quorum.

3) Decisions shall be adopted by a
majority vote; in case of a tie the
chairperson shall have a casting vote.

4) Subject to the provisions of this Article,

the Plenum of Region Courts may

prepare its own rules of procedure of

meeting.

Part Eight
Court annexed mediation

55. Court annexed mediation

1) Among the cases that are to be heard
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2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

by the Wereda, City administration
First Instance Court and High Courts,
mainly civil cases shall be referred

through Court Annexed Mediation;

Where the parties have failed to
resolve their dispute through Court
Annexed  mediation, the court
proceedings may be initiated by filing
a letter signed by the mediators to that

effect;

Where the parties to the agreement are
clearly identified and the parties sign it,
shall

the facilitator submit the

document to the court;

The court may review the submitted
document and approve the settlement
agreement, stating that it is not
contrary to the law and morals, the
approved settlement agreement shall be
executed like any decision of a court;

Where the proceeding is interrupted
due to absence of the other party, the
mediator shall report to the court by
specifying the reason for the
interruption and the court proceedings
shall be initiated after the absency

party paid appropriate fee;

Where the parties have reached an

agreement through court annexed
mediation or other dispute resolving
mechanism, any paid court fee shall be

reimbursed after deducting mediation
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expenses by law;

7) The Supreme Court may establish a
committee consisting of court leaders,
judges and midition experts to assist
and supervise the conduct of court-led

mediation activities;

8)The Supreme Court may issue detail
enforcement directives regarding the

provisions of this Article.

56. Principles of mediation
1) The parties shall be free and equal
in any process of court annexed

mediation;

2) Communications of the parties
shall not be admissible as evidence
in the process of litigation and the
mediator shall give assurance for

same;

3) All communication of the court-
annexed mediation shall be

confidential.

57. Mediators

1) A person with a bachelor degree in law and

with at least five years of experience in the
field of law and who has taken training in
mediation and has fulfilled the criteria set by

the Supreme Court may be appointed as



LA, N@ AN T AavlT Mediator;
LTAN

2) 100 ArPR (1) OH10A@7 £97.70A
WNoo-¢ mPAL FCL M 07LEHIED: of this Article shall be entered in the roster
PANITLLT COHC ool WiShtT of mediators prepared by the Supreme
N.LL77 LTAA: Court;

3) GCL& Nk ATLANALYE 0%
®L° NLLRTT ANk ANTITLLTT
APTC S TAN:

2) A professional who has fulfilled the

requirements provided for in Sub-Article (1)

3) The court may hire mediators as permanent
or temporary employee as may be

necessary,
4) N300 Ao (1) PHeMo NSCo"
@CL Wk hvd oo @G O AA
-  NETE AL PAT-

4) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-
section (1), the court may employ experts

with high experience in a profession other

WANTCAT7  Cov-T@m7  hddALYT than the profession of law, in accordance
Ngo19°79° NAOeT170 T A+TC with the assessment of the importance of
LTAN:: their profession.

58. M e 58. Fee

1) A& 57 IR ANOTOIDT 1) The Mediators mentioned under

Articl hall 1
ANFSLLPS Gav 3P RGP ChGEAN- I icle 57 shall pay annual and

administration fee;

2) AO1LL2F NNATSEST heoCna-
29079791 W1 hOme 0.0
nee LhéATPA:

2) Mediators who are elected by the
parties and provides mediation service
shall be entitled to appropriate fee for

their service;

3) N99NT9994:  YLT PIULLAG  OATEPT 3) Parties to a court annexed mediation
AGCE W aoC ANTITLYE LG shall pay appropriate fee for the
service.
NG LALRAN:
4) (LY ArPX  ¢hoovAnt: e 188 T 4) Detail fees cases referred to in this
Article shall be determined by a
HCHC W& AA9® mPAL «CL& N y
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61.
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)

2)

3)

directive issued by the Supreme Court.
Part Nine
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
59. Working Hours Of Region Courts
The working hours of region courts and
judges shall be the same as the working

hours of other public offices;

Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-
section 1), the Regional Courts shall be
closed from August 1st to September 30th

of each year;

Notwithstanding the provisions of this
article, the courts may be made to deal with
urgent cases outside of working hours by
part-time judges; details shall be
determined by the directives issued by the

Supreme Court.

60. Administration of flow of cases

The courts of the region implement case flow
administration in which the justice delivery
system 1is efficient and quality assured by
setting a time limit for handling or completing
the cases presented to them; detail
implementation shall be determined by the

directions issued by the Supreme Court.

61. Technology Based File Management System

1) Regional courts may establish a system for
digital or automated processing of civil or
criminal case arguments using new

information technologies;

2) Parties to a dispute shall have the
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62. PRCL T O PTS TOHRT
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obligation to conduct their litigation by

using the system; detail shall be
determined by a directive to be issued by

the Supreme Court.

62. Decisions and Orders of the Courts
1) Unless otherwise provided by law, decision and
order rendered by any regional Court shall be

binding;

2) Decisions or orders of the Region Courts shall

be executed within the Region of Ethiopia;

3) Any government body or institution, non-
government organization or person residing in
any region shall have the obligation to execute
or cause to be executed such decisions or

orders;

4) Any person who fails to discharge his
obligation imposed by this Proclamation shall
be accountable in accordance with this

Proclamation and any other relevant law.

63. Criminal liability

1) Whosoever obstructs the independence of court
and judges or put pressure or attempts to put
pressure on judges is punishable, unless a more
severe penalty is provided for in an-other law,
with simple imprisonment not less than three
months and with simple imprisonment not
exceeding two years;

2) Whosoever fails to obey a court order or

decision hinders the execution thereof or fails to

cooperate or give assistance when so requested

is punishable, unless the more severe penalty is

provided for in another law, with simple

imprisonment not exceeding two years or with

fine not exceeding birr 5,000.
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1)

2)

64. Transitory Provisions
All pending cases shall continue to be heard by

the same court in accordance with the former law;

The recruitment, employment, placement,

promotion, transfer, training, salary and benefits
of administrative staff in courts at all levels until
the House of People's Representatives of the
Region issues regulations on court administrative
staff, as well as disciplinary and related matters,
in accordance with the existing law that does not
the of  this

contradict general

purpose

proclamation shall continue to apply.

65. Repealed and unapplicable laws

1) The following laws are repealed by this

Proclamation:-

Revised South Nations Nationalities and
Re-
establishment Proclamation No. 43/2002

Peolpse’ Region State Courts

(as amended);

b) Revised South Nations Nationalities and

Peolpse’ State Courts

Proclamation No. 85/2004 (as amended);

Region

The revised South Nations Nationalities
State  Courts
Proclamation No. 130/2010 (Amended);

Proclamation No. 191/2021, which was

and Peolpse’ Region
d)
issued to revise the amended South
Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region
Courts Establishment Proclamation No.
43/1002, is repealed by this Proclamation;

2)  Any proclamation, regulation, directive, or
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practice inconsistent to this Proclamation
shall not apply to cases covered by this

Proclamation.

66. Power to issue Regulations and Directives
1) The Region House of People' Representatives

may issue regulation to enforce this

Proclamation;

2) The Supreme Court may issue directives for the
enforcement of this Proclamation or any

regulation issued pursuant to the Proclamation.

67. Effective Date
This proclamation shall be effective upon the publication

on Regional Negarit Gazetta.
Done at Wolkitie

Feb. 28, 2024
Endashaw Tasew

President of Central Ethiopia Regional State



